From: dorothy noyes [mailto:noyes.10@osu.edu] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 21, 2008 4:01 PM
To: Jessica Mercerhill
Cc: Julia Watson; lynd.1@osu.edu
Subject: Proposed GIS in the Analysis of Material Culture
Dear Jess Mercerhill,

I'm glad to have had a chance to look at the proposal for a GIS in Material Culture.

The connection with the natural sciences is interesting, although it may be a challenge for students in the arts and humanities to take an 800-level chemistry course! It is surprising that not a single course from the College of Humanities is included--nor indeed any from Art History! I do think that including these obvious fields would make the specialization richer and more attractive to a greater range of students if it took account of courses taking humanistic approaches (interpretive, formalist, historical and contextual, etc.). A wide range of faculty in Humanities study and teach about fashion, visual culture, photography, the history of the book as an artifact, pop-culture artifacts and mass culture, etc. Almost all folklore courses--lists of these may be found at  http://cfs.osu.edu/courses/default.cfm
--deal directly though not exclusively with material genres such as costume, folk art, foodways, vernacular architecture and the ephemeral arts of festival. Most obviously, Comparative Studies 677. 03 Folk Custom, Art, and Material Culture, would seem to be a logical elective.

I don't believe in standing in the way of anything, and I have no objection to this proposal going forward as planned, nor do I see it as competing inappropriately with the Folklore GIS. However, the vision behind this particular choice of courses isn't clear to me and I'm not sure it would be clear to folklore students, some of whom might well be in the market for adding a GIS in Material Culture to their GIS in Folklore. I'd be perfectly happy to have some course overlap between the two and indeed to include Art Ed 674 in our own list of electives: this could be a useful addition to us.
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